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enrolling.23 Importantly, though, Cantor and colleagues found 
wide variation in the rates of sexual violence committed at 
each university. In other words, one number cannot adequately 
describe the extent and nature of victimization for all universi-
ties. This report finds that a singular one-in-five-type statistic is 
overly simplistic and misleading at best. If you are interested in 
the state of victimization at your university, you need to find 
out if a Campus Climate Study has been conducted. Knowing 
the nature and extent of sexual violence and sexual misconduct 
that has occurred elsewhere cannot tell you about your own 
institution.

National surveys also find unacceptably high rates of col-
lege student victimization. For example, Bonnie Fisher and 
her colleagues have used nationally representative samples 
of college women and found that 3% of their female sample 
had experienced completed rapes, and 1.9% had experienced 
attempted rapes in the past 12 months.24 Findings from the 
National Crime Victimization Survey25 offer additional impor-
tant context to the topic of college student victimization 
(Figure 14.2). As shown in Figure 14.2, these nationally repre-
sentative data show that college women are victims of violence 
at rates lower than their noncollege counterparts. Additional 
work demonstrates that college women are sexually victim-
ized—completed rape, attempted rape, and sexual assault—at 
rates higher than among college men. In contrast, college men 
are victims of other types of violence (e.g., robbery) at higher 
rates than are college women. Other work shows that college 
men are more likely to be victimized with a third party present, 
and that college women are less likely to report their victimiza-
tion to authorities than are noncollege women.

An important finding using all data available is that a 
higher percentage of college student victimization occurs 
off campus, compared with on campus.26 Many times, one 
finds information about so-called campus violence, but upon 
careful reading, the information refers to violence against 
a college student that occurs anywhere, including a campus. 
Understanding how risk differs by location is important infor-
mation for students to have. If students misunderstand where 
risk of victimization is greater, they can act accordingly. What 
do the data say about violence that occurs on versus off cam-
pus? Data from the National Crime Victimization Survey 
show that nationally, 4% of rapes and sexual assaults against 
college women occur on campus. Findings from Fisher and 
colleagues’ National College Women Sexual Violence Survey 
(NCWSV) indicate that for nearly all of the 12 types of sexual 
victimization examined, off-campus victimization was more 
common. For example, NCWSV data show that 66% of com-
pleted rapes occurred off campus. The Campus Sexual Assault 
Study, which studied students at two universities (and focused 
on violence against college students occurring anywhere), 
found that 63% of instances of forced (in contrast to incapacitated) rape and sexual bat-
tery, and 61% of instances of incapacitated rape and sexual battery occurred off campus.

Research identifies characteristics of campus crime, and characteristic that are associated 
with higher rates of victimization.27 A robust finding is that crime committed on campus is 
property in nature, and that violent crime is relatively rare. This literature also demonstrates 
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